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[52-80 B.C.]

Loire, laid 3iege to KToviodunum (Nouan), in the territory of the Bituriges
(Berri), and on its surrender advanced against Avaricum (Bourges), the
capital of the country and one of the finest cities in Gaul. Vercingetorix,
who had raised the siege of Gergovia, held a council, in which he proposed,
as the surest mode of distressing the Romans, to destroy all the towns and
villages in-the country. This advice being approved of, upwards of twenty
towns were levelled; but, at the earnest entreaty of the Bituriges, Avaricum
was exempted. A garrison was put into that town, and the Gallic army
encamped at a moderate distance from it in order to impede the besiegers.
It nevertheless was taken after a gallant defence; the Romans spared neither
man, woman, nor child, and of forty thousand inhabitants eight hundred only
escaped. Caesar then prepared to lay siege to a town of the Arverai also
named Gergovia; but though he defeated the Gallic armies, he was obliged
to give up his design on account of the revolt of the J2dui. Some
time after, Vercingetorix, having attacked Csesar on his march, and being
repulsed, threw himself into Alesia (Alise), a strong town in modern Bur-
gundy, built on a hill at the confluence of two rivers. The Gauls collected
a large army and came to its relief; but their forces were defeated and the
town was compelled to surrender. Vercingetorix was reserved to grace the
conqueror's triumph, to whom a supplication of twenty days was decreed at
Borne.

In the next campaign (51) Ca&sar and his legates subdued such states
as still maintained their independence. As the people of Uxellodunnm (in
Querci) made an obstinate defence, Csesar (his lenity being, as we are assured,
so well known that none could charge him with cruelty), in order to deter
the rest of the Gauls from insurrection and resistance, cut off the hands of
all the men and then let them go that all might see them. The following
year (50), as all Gaul was reduced to peace, he regulated its affairs, laying
on an annual tribute; and having thus established his dominion over it, he
prepared to impose his yoke on his own country.

The military talent displayed by Caesar in the conquest of Gaul is not
to be disputed, and it alone would suffice to nlace him in the first rank of
generals. We are told that he took or received the submission of eight
hundred towns, subdued three hundred nations; defeated in battle three
millions of men, of whom one million was slain, and another taken and sold
for slaves.6

